
Mendocino County Museum 
MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD 
400 East Commercial Street  Willits, CA 95490 

(707) 234-6365  www.mendocinocounty.gov/museum 
 

 

Notice of Hybrid Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mendocino County Museum Advisory Board (MAB) will hold a 
Board Meeting at: 

9:30 A.M. – Wednesday, March 11, 2026 
Mendocino County Museum Wonacott Room, 400 E. Commercial St. Willits, CA, 

95490 and at the Arena Market,185 Main St. Point Arena, CA 95468 
 
 

Zoom Invite: https://mendocinocounty.zoom.us/j/81598653894?pwd=wASUqaS14C9zOly7TQLdz5tb64YxOp.1 

Meeting ID: 815 9865 3894 Passcode: 962782 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Consent Items 

a) Approval of the Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

4. Public Expression 

Note: The MAB welcomes public participation at its meetings. Items can be added to the official 
agenda up to 72 hours prior to the meeting. Members of the public are welcome to address the 
Museum Advisory Board on items not listed on the agenda and within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee. The Board is prohibited by law from taking action on matters not on the agenda but 
may ask questions to clarify the speaker's comment and/or briefly answer questions. The Board 
limits testimony on matters not on the agenda to 3 minutes per person and not more than 10 minutes 
for a particular subject. 

 
5. Museum Administrator’s Report 

a) Exhibits and Programs 
 

6. New Business 
a) Update on Non-Profit -FOTMCM 
b) Reports from MAB Members  
c) Discussion and clarification of future MAB meeting dates 

 
7. Old Business 

a) Advisory Board Members 
b) Roots Agreement Update  

http://www.mendocinocounty.gov/museum


8. Adjournment 
 

Attachments: 
 

A. MAB Draft Minutes January 14, 2026 
B. Museum Administrator’s Report 
C. Museum Budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance 

County of Mendocino complies with ADA requirements and upon request, will attempt to 
reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in 
appropriate alternative formats (pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.2). Anyone requiring 
reasonable accommodation to participate in the meeting should contact (707) 459-2736 at least five 
days prior to the meeting. 



Mendocino County Museum 
MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD 
400 East Commercial Street  Willits, CA 95490 

(707) 234-6365  www.mendocinocounty.gov/museum 

 
January 14, 2026 – Minutes - Unapproved 

 
Museum Advisory Board Members: 
 Neeka Aguirre, Second District Representative 
 Museum Advisory Board Chair  
David Poma, Historical Society of Mendocino County Representative,  
Museum Advisory Board Vice-Chair  
Rebecca Montes, Mendocino College Representative  
Brent Walker, Third District Representative  
Lauren Sinnott, Fifth District Representative  
Bear Kameroff, Roots of Motive Power Representative  
Jamie Peters-Connolly, Fourth District Representative  
 
Vacancy , City of Willits Representative  
Vacancy, First District Representative  
 
Guests: Karen Mattson, Museum Administrator 

 
1. Meeting called to Order  - 9:35am 

 
2. Roll Call – all members in attendance 

 
3. Consent Items 

Motion to Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting made by David Poma, seconded by Brent Walker.  
Lauren Sinnott clarified that her late arrival was due to technical difficulties and commented that her 
names was misspelled in the minutes.  Minutes approved unanimously.  

 
4. Public Expression:  None 

 
 

5. Museum Administrator’s Report 
a) Exhibits & Programs 

 
The Director provided an overview of upcoming plans.   
• There will be a 100 years looking back exhibit with focus on Frontier Days and Redwood 
highway. The exhibit will incorporate new items from Dusty Whitney collection and also prevent new 
and diverse perspectives.  April 15 opening. The FOTMCM will sponsor speakers related to the 
exhibit.  Programming around the exhibit will include locals discussing their experiences with Frontier 
Days.   

http://www.mendocinocounty.gov/museum


• This year’s printmaking exhibit will include Bruce Levine’s donation of posters which haven’t 
been displayed previously.   
• Museum staff are also working on a traveling Cannabis exhibit in collaboration with Exhibit 
Envoy.    
• Museum staff also working with others to document the murals in the Ukiah courthouse through 
photography and an article.   
• The Director is working with City of Willits on plans to relocate the Mark Walker sculptures onto 
either city or Museum property.   

6. New Business 
a) Update on Non-Profit -FOTMCM:  Brent Walker provided an update on the FOTMCM. FOTMCM 

will have their annual meeting on Friday, January 16th to address goals for the coming year.  Recently 
donated funds to the museum to purchase a sound system that will support speaking events and other 
programming.  They are also providing the funding to document the courthouse murals.  The 
FOTMCM finished their first year of running the gift shop in the black.   

 
 

b) Reports from MAB Members 
• David Poma reported that Friday, January 16th is a workday for the Held-Poage house.  Work continues 

on the interior of the house and on landscaping. 
• Lauren Sinnott is working on a history themed mural for Point Arena theatre, with input from 

community members. 
• Bear Kameroff reported that Roots Holiday Express in December, 2025 was the biggest one yet.  

Estimated 1500 people with 500 also visiting the museum.  Two engines operated and provided 1mile 
loop rides.  Roots could use assistance in getting financial underwriting for this popular but expensive 
event as well as for the Steam Up in September. 
 

c) Election of New Officers 
 
Lauren Sinnott moves and Rebecca Montes seconds Neeka Aguirre be elected Chair. Motion carries 
unanimously.  
Lauren Sinnott moves and Neeka Aguirre seconds that  David Poma be elected for vice chair.  Motion carries 
unanimously. .  
 

d) Establish MAB Meeting Dates for 2026 
 
All in Wonocott room at 9:30am 
 
March 4th  
May 6th  
August 5th  
October 7th 
December 2nd  

7. Old Business 
a) Advisory Board Members 

 
The MAB discussed the vacancies on the board.  Karen will reach out about Tom Allman about the Willits 
vacancy.  Madeline Clint has tried to fill first district vacancy unsuccessfully.   
 
 



b) Roots Agreement Update 
County admin and Roots representatives scheduled to meet on January 15th to try to resolve MOU.  Issues 

remain regarding number of hours, security, and staff for reference library hours.  Bear Kamaroff shared 
that Roots also could use assistance in moving their library catalog and digital archives onto the cloud.   

 
8. Adjournment 

10:45am 

 



 
 
 

Museum Report 
March 4, 2025,  

Museum Administrator, Karen Mattson 

 
 

• Our monthly lunch hour, Bit and Bite, program will start again in March and will 
feature David Mueller and additional members of the Willits Gem and Mineral 
Society.  

• Curator Lindsey Dick has installed a pop-up exhibit featuring collections on loan 
from the Willits Gem and Mineral Society found throughout Mendocino County.  

• The Museum plans to open a new exhibition, Road Trip! Explore Mendocino 
County by Way of the Redwood Highway, on May 15. 

• The Museum is working with community partners to develop a traveling exhibit, 
Cannabis: Behind the Redwood Curtain in collaboration with Exhibit Envoy. 

• The Museum is pleased to report that the photo documentation of the Murals at 
the Ukiah courthouse has taken place.   

• The Museum has been given preliminary support from the Willits City Council to 
pursue the relocation of the Mark Walker sculptures to the HWY 20 sculpture 
park. 

• The digitization of the Museums main photography collection is nearing 
completion. 

• New hands-on activity stations have been introduced to specific areas of the 
Museum and are paired with additional book nooks for family use. This is in 
preparation for the 2026 field trip season but the majority of it will also be 
available for public use during regular open hours. 

• New digital leaning games have been developed by museum staff to share with 
educators and students in preparation or post museum visitation.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                             



MUSEUM BUDGET REPORT March 2026
OBJECT     PROJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPT ORIGINAL APPROP TRANFRREVISED BUDGET   YTD ACTUAL AVAILABLE B% USED
824110 824110 -13,000 0 -13,000 0.00 -13,000 0%
824200 RENTAL INC -25,022 0 -25,022 -13,769.05 -11,253 55%
826390 826390 -500 0 -500 -329.33 -171 66%
827700 OTHER -8,500 0 -8,500 -4,547.15 -3,953 53%
827707 DONATIONS -6,000 0 -6,000 -385.00 -5,615 6%
827707 MU002 827707 0 -4,251 -4,251 0.00 -4,251 0%
827707 MU003 827707 0 0 0 -2,099.25 2,099 #DIV/0!

-53,022 -57,273 -21,129.78 -36,143 37%
861011 REG SALARY 181,568 0 181,568 125,699.50 55,869 69%
861012 EXTRA HELP 13,191 0 13,191 8,479.93 4,711 64%
861013 OVERTIME 0 0 0 566.46 -566 #DIV/0!
861021 RETIREMENT 53,218 0 53,218 37,769.89 15,448 71%
861022 SOC SEC A 9,942 0 9,942 6,756.45 3,186 68%
861023 SOC SEC B 2,633 0 2,633 1,928.06 705 73%
861024 RETIRE COL 12,255 0 12,255 9,307.74 2,947 76%
861030 HEALTH INS 12,797 0 12,797 7,564.52 5,232 59%
861035 WC INS 400 0 400 399.78 0 100%

286,004 286,004 198,472.33 87,531 69%
862060 COMMUNCATN 850 0 850 489.51 360 58%
862062 862062 1,075 0 1,075 0.00 1,075 0%
862090 HOUSEHOLD 500 0 500 2,859.08 -2,359 572%
862101 GEN INS 41,111 0 41,111 41,111.00 0 100%
862150 MEMBERSHIP 168 0 168 176.00 -8 105%
862170 OFFICE EXP 1,275 0 1,275 186.54 1,088 15%
862187 TRAINING 250 0 250 0.00 250 0%
862189 MU002 CONTRACT MURAL 0 2,152 2,152 0.00 2,152 0%
862190 LGL NOTICE 0 0 0 52.00 -52 #DIV/0!
862228 SHORT TERM 216 0 216 207.40 9 96%
862229 LONG TERM 1,320 0 1,320 0.00 1,320 0%
862230 MICROWAVE 11,313 0 11,313 0.00 11,313 0%
862239 OTHER EXP 6,800 0 6,800 1,732.88 5,067 25%
862239 MU003 SOUND SYSTEM 0 2,099 2,099 0.00 2,099 0%
862250 TRAVEL IN 500 0 500 248.90 251 50%
862260 UTILITIES 56,926 0 56,926 22,143.06 34,783 39%

122,304 126,555 69,206.37 57,349 55%
Total MU MUSEUM 355,286 0 355,286 246,548.92 108,737 69.40
Revenue Total -53,022 -4,251 -57,273 -21,129.78 -36,143 36.90
Expense Total 408,308 4,251 412,559 267,678.70 144,880 64.90
Grand Total 355,286 0 355,286 246,548.92 108,737 69.40
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