Mendocino County Division of Environmental Health

Policy 4200.04
BEDROOM DEFINITION

Intent and Benefit

To establish a consistent and code-compliant definition of a bedroom for use in environmental
health, occupancy determinations, program compliance, and to ensure aligcnment with onsite
wastewater system design capacity and public health standards.

This policy definition is intended to size the on-site sewage system to the actuatcarryimmg number of bedrooms
proposed in capacity of the residence regardless of how any particular resident might be utilizing the

structure at any given point in time. This definition will provide a common language for the

discussion of residential STHCHIC Size as it relates to the a:d%'tz['trrlgcy of the on-site sewage system.

Background Information

EH has usedVarious informal definitions of a bedroom travebeemrused-in the past. This has led to confusion
and a lack of consistency among%taff. T‘floeugtdilding department does not have a definition for a
bedroom and thus the policy is necessary for purposes of sizing on-site sewage systems. An
objective definition of room utilization is needed to adequately size the on-site sewage system

fortheposstbte maxtmmummuseof the restdernce:

Details of Policy Procedures

A bedroom, for purposes of sizing on-site sewage systems, shall be defined as: any room
designated by applicant as a “bedroom”; other rooms, such as sewing rooms, dens, offices,
studios, lofts, game rooms, etc. Isllfgy also be considered as bedrooms. For the purposes of this
policy, a tiny home is at least one bedroom.

Room features must be clearly labeled on the floor plans submitted to Mendocino County Planning and
Building Services (PBS) to ensure proper evaluation.

shall
Rooms having one or more of the following features maynot be considered by the Environmental Health

Officer (EHO) to constitute a bedroom:
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3. Hthespace 1576 square feet or tess:
4. Hthespace s uncomnditioned:

1. The space has no legal egress; i.e. one door or window that opens directly to the
outside (window egress minimum size of 5.7 sqft and minimum opening height of 24
inches and minimum opening width of 20 inches)

2. The space has a door-less opening of 4 feet or more

3. The space is 70 square feet or less

4. The space is not directly conditioned, i.e. has no wood heating, or
mechanical heating or cooling, or related vents/registers

5. The space is a loft or has a half-wall or railing

6. The space is accessed via a “pass though”

7. A case-by-case review of the proposed floor plan may be requested, with
discussions including the homeowner and/or architect and EH Program
manager to determine final bedroom count

OR

The on-site sewage disposal system sizing shall match the number of bedrooms as
acknowledged on the floor plans or building permit
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Gross FtoorAtea No—of Bedrooms
0—1506-SF T
156t—2106-SF 2
2161t=3609-SF 3
Over3001—SF %

Effective Date: July 1,2007

Revised Date: January 26,2026

Director’s Initials: DAK
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